Rimfire
rock-n-roller;
Bradley Arms
BAR 15/22,
this is one
good looking
and straight
shooting semi

he loss of self-loading
centrefire rifles back in
1988 was a severe blow to
me; as | just loved those
military guns. In fact having
to go back to a bolt-action took the
shine off Practical Rifle (PR) and it
was not until the appearance of the
straight-pull AR15s that | bothered
to look at the discipline again.

In the end | settled on an SGC
Speedmaster (great rifle) and some
of the fun of the event returned,
but even then having to yank that
handle for every shot was not 100%
satisfying; but beggars can't be
choosers... However, there was and
is a way to own a selfloader of this
type and that's as a 22 rimfire and
these days there are a plethora
of guns to satisfy what seems to
becoming an ever growing demand.

Drop-in centre

The original idea was a drop-in, blow
back kit that replaced the 223 bolt
with a chamber insert system and
dedicated magazine; best typified by
the Atchison and Ceiner conversion
units. Good idea but not really

that reliable as | was to discover.
Next came dedicated 22 uppers
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Pete Moore tests what he
considers to be the best

22 rimfire AR15-u-like to date,
in the form of the Bradley Arms
BAR15/22 semi-auto rifle

that used a proper 22 LR barrel
with the back half of the rimfire kit,
which worked much better. Which
by and large is what we have today
in various shapes and forms.

For me a 22 semi has to offer two
things, which are of equal importance
- accuracy and reliability, as one is
useless without the other. This is why
| no longer hunt rabbits with a semi
as | do not find them reliable enough.
Likewise over the years | have tested
many 22, military-style self loaders
and none have come fully up to my
expectations. They all seem to start

Mark now has
his own uppers
and lowers
made for him

off OK then after 200-300-rounds
get problematic; if not down right
jam-a-matic. So when | am offered
one of this marque to test | tend to
approach it with deal of scepticism.
With that in mind let’s turn our
attention to Mark Bradley (Bradley
Arms). Mark is an expierenced and
long term PR, Service and High
Power shooter. However, a few
years ago he decided to get into
gunsmithing, initially concentrating
on AR15s then branching out into
anything and everything. | have
tested samples of his work and










